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What can you do to avoid potential Y2K
pitfalls? There are key steps you can take to
become Y2K ready:

Become aware of how the Year 2000 can
affect your systems. Anything that depends
on a microchip or date entry could be
affected. Don’t forget to identify those
organizations that you depend on or who
depend on you. List everything and identify
your mission critical items, namely, those
you cannot live without.

Assess the readiness of everything on your
list. You can do this by contacting your
hardware or software vendors or accessing
key information from various web sites. Don’t
forget your maintenance and service
contractors. If your particular software
program or form is not Y2K ready, you need

to decide whether you should invest in an
upgrade or replacement.

Update or replace systems, software
programs, and devices you decide are critical
for your business continuity.

Test your existing and newly purchased
systems and software. Do not assume that a
system or a program is Y2K ready just
because someone said it is. Test to make sure.
During this process, keep track of your test
plans and outputs in case a problem surfaces
later. If you are not already using compliant
electronic claim formats, consider testing
your electronic data interchanges (EDI) with
one or more of your payers, including
Medicare. This will ensure that your payer
can accept your EDI transactions, especially
claims. Medicare can now accept claims with
eight digit date formats.

Develop business contingency (continuity)
plans in the event something goes wrong.
Focus on the things that would be most
problematic for you and your patients.

The enclosed checklist may also be
helpful. It is only meant to be a guide and
should not be considered all-inclusive.

Medicare beneficiaries are counting on all
of us to meet the Year 2000 challenge. We
will be ready. Now you need to do your part
to be sure that you will continue to be paid
as beneficiaries are assured that they will
continue to receive the health care they have
come to depend on.

Sincerely,
Nancy-Ann Min DeParle
Enclosure

Enclosure

Sample Provider Y2K Readiness Checklist

Please note: This checklist is intended as a supplemental guide in helping you determine your Y2K readiness. Consider using
this along with other diagnostic and reference tools you have obtained for this venture. The purpose of this checklist is to aid
you in determining your Y2K readiness. This information is not intended to be all inclusive. The Health Care Financing Administration
will not assume any responsibility for your Y2K compliance.

Item Y2K ready Not Y2K ready

Bank debit/credit card expiration dates.
Banking interface.
Building access cards.
Claim forms and other forms.
Clocks.
Computer hardware (list).
Computer software (list).
Custom applications (list).
Diagnostic equipment (list).
Elevators.
Fire alarm.
Insurance/pharmacy coverage dates.
Membership cards.
Medical Devices (list).
Monitoring equipment (list).
Smoke alarm.
Telephone system.
Spreadsheets.
Treatment equipment (list).
Safety vaults.
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In compliance with Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 concerning
opportunity for public comment on
proposed collections of information, the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration will publish

periodic summaries of proposed
projects. To request more information
on the proposed projects or to obtain a
copy of the information collection
plans, call the SAMHSA Reports
Clearance Officer on (301) 443–7978.

Comments are Invited on

(a) whether the proposed collections
of information are necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on

respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Proposed Project: Feasibility Study To
Evaluate the Positive Activities
Campaign (PAC)

(OMB No. 0930–0188, Revision) The
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention
is conducting a feasibility study of the
Positive Activities Campaign (PAC), an
initiative aimed at the general public to
encourage adults to become more
involved in positive, skill-building
activities with youth. The ultimate goal
of the initiative is to reduce substance
abuse among young people.

To determine the likely effectiveness
of the campaign, CSAP’s feasibility
study consists of a process evaluation
and an outcomes evaluation. The
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evaluation is assessing change in
communities exposed to PAC, including
change in adults’ involvement with
youth. Two treatment and two
comparison communities have been
selected for study. Data for the process
evaluation are primarily from on-site
interviews with key personnel in local
youth-serving organizations (e.g, Boy

Scouts, Boys and Girls Clubs); data for
the outcomes evaluation are from
baseline and 6-month followup
telephone surveys of adults.

This revision to the currently
approved information collection
activities involves: (1) a third, 12-month
followup telephone interview with the
random sample of adults; and (2)

because PAC is being expanded to serve
civic membership organizations (e.g.,
Rotary Clubs, Lions Clubs, Kiwanis)
application of the process evaluation
activities with these groups, plus three
telephone interviews with random
samples of members of the civic
organizations.

Number of re-
spondents

Responses/re-
spondent

Burden/re-
sponse

Total burden
hrs.

Currently approved ......................................................................................... ........................ ........................ ........................ 1,350
Additional telephone interview ........................................................................ 1,760 1 0.14 246
Interviews with local-level staff for process evaluation .................................. 140 2 1.5 420
Telephone interviews with members of civic organizations ........................... 1,760 3 .14 739

New Total ................................................................................................ ........................ ........................ ........................ 2,755

Send comments to Nancy Pearce,
SAMHSA Reports Clearance Officer,
Room 16–105, Parklawn Building, 5600
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857.
Written comments should be received
within 60 days of this notice.

Dated: January 29, 1999.
Richard Kopanda,
Executive Officer, SAMHSA.
[FR Doc. 99–2662 Filed 2–3–99; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Administration, HUD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The proposed information
collection requirement described below
has been submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The Department is
soliciting public comments on the
subject proposal.
DATES: Comments due date: March 8,
1999.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Comments must be
received within thirty (30) days from the

date of this Notice. Comments should
refer to the proposal by name and/or
OMB approval number and should be
sent to: Joseph F. Lackey, Jr., OMB Desk
Officer, Office of Management and
Budget, Room 10235, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wayne Eddins, Reports Management
Officer, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, 451 7th Street,
Southwest, Washington, DC 20410,
telephone (202) 708–1305. This is not a
toll-free number. Copies of the proposed
forms and other available documents
submitted to OMB may be obtained
from Mr. Eddins.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department has submitted the proposal
for the collection of information, as
described below, to OMB for review, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

The Notice lists the following
information: (1) the title of the
information collection proposal; (2) the
office of the agency to collect the
information; (3) the OMB approval
number, if applicable; (4) the
description of the need for the
information and its proposed use; (5)
the agency form number, if applicable;
(6) what members of the public will be
affected by the proposal; (7) how
frequently information submissions will
be required; (8) an estimate of the total
number of hours needed to prepare the
information submission including

number of respondents, frequency of
response, and hours of response; (9)
whether the proposal is new, an
extension, reinstatement, or revision of
an information collection requirement;
and (10) the names and telephone
numbers of an agency official familiar
with the proposal and of the OMB Desk
Officer for the Department.

Authority: Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. 35, as
amended.

Dated: January 28, 1999.
David S. Cristy,
Director, IRM Policy and Management
Division.

Title of Proposal: Survey of Low-
Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)
Developers and Owners.

Office: Policy and Development and
Research.

OMB Approval Number: 2528–xxxx.
Description of the Need for the

Information and Its Proposed Use:
Survey is to better understand: types
and characteristics of LIHTC
developers/owners; factors important to
developing affordable housing, post
development performance and longer
term plans for continued low-income
use.

Form Number: None.
Respondents: Business or Other For-

Profit and Not-for-Profit Institutions.
Frequency of Submission: One-Time

Submission.
Reporting Burden:

Number of Re-
spondents × Frequency of re-

sponse × Hours per
response = Burden

hours

800 1 .53 427


